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Chemical Industry Calls for Unified REACH Approach  

Brussels, 16 September 2008 – “The Chemical Industry welcomes all constructive and realistic suggestions from all stakeholders to support REACH and to ensure its success. Robust criteria and reliable processes are crucial to ensure legal certainty in an already complex regulation,” says Cefic, the European Chemical Industry Association, with regard to the upcoming publication of the so-called ‘SIN list’ (Substitute it Now) from the NGO ChemSec.  The ‘SIN list’ is a proposal from a specific interest group and not part of the overall REACH legal design; it could potentially contribute to confusion throughout the value chain. We therefore urge all parties involved to follow a unified approach under the guidance of the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA): Authorities, NGOs, industries and the supply chains need clarity and reliability and this is precisely why the chemical industry is making every effort to comply with the REACH regulation.”
The publication of the official ‘Proposed Substances for the Candidate List’ (SVHC-list) by ECHA on June 30, 2008 is a first step to identify substances for inclusion in the authorisation scheme under the REACH legislation. In a later stage, this list might be complemented by additional substances proposed by the member states. The process will lead to further evaluations based on quality science and if needed risk management of several chemicals in certain uses. The well-defined process agreed by the EU, member states and the EU Parliament will continue including a wide public consultation to gather data and information, after which these substances may end up in an Annex of the REACH legislation, which will list those substances subject to authorisation. The responsibility for this process lies exclusively with ECHA and the EU member states and Cefic believes that any list published outside this process might be confusing and not helpful in establishing REACH as the centrepiece of the chemicals legislation. 

“Cefic really hopes that REACH gets a fair chance and the time to show that it meets its objectives, namely to provide a high level of protection of human health and the environment in combination with enhanced competitiveness and innovation”, says Alain Perroy, Director General of Cefic. 

Cefic for its part is still making a major effort to help the industry to fulfil the REACH requirements. Cefic is also looking further down in the supply chain, and all these issues around the various steps of REACH, including authorisation and substitution will be addressed at a industry workshop targeted at the value chain, REACH and Supply Chain Sustainability, in Brussels at the end of September.
On 1 June 2008 the pre-registration period started, enabling the REACH system to really get off the ground. After ten years of intense debates between legislators and stakeholders, Europe is finally seeing the most advanced chemicals’ management system materialise. What makes the system so unique in the world is that the steps are clearly designed and the responsibilities are well distributed. The body to manage and oversee the smooth functioning of the REACH process is the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), based in Helsinki. 
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